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Introduction

F
‘ Jasminum sambac L. Aiton, popularly known in Thai as “Mali”,’ belongs to the Oleaceae family. The different parts of this
plant are important as sources of chemicals that are useful in the pharmaceutical industries with various pharmacological
activities. In China and Thailand, the flowers of this plant are used as a folk remedy for the treatment of arthritis, hepatitis,
gastritis and diarrhea.?

Mimusops elengi L. (Sapotaceae), locally in Thai as “Phi-kul”,! is a medium-sized evergreen tree found in tropical forests
in Southern and Southeast Asia and Northern Australia. This plant is well documented for several medicinal properties. Dried
flowers are used in many recipes of Thai traditional medicine for cardiotonic and stomachic.?

Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn, a perennial aguatic plant, belongs to the family Nelumbonaceae.! It is widely distributed
throughout Asia including Thailand. In traditional medicine, the pollen of this plant was used as cardio tonic. The seed was
used as anti-cough agent and the seed embryo was used to reduce high fever and increase bloed circulation.*

Pandanus odorifer (Forssk.) Kuntze belongs to the family Pandanaceae.! The essential oil is well known in treating several
diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis, certain skin diseases, headache, emache smallpox, syphilis, leprosy, sterility, cardiac
troubles and colic infections.”

The aim of this work was to determine the total phenolic content arld in vitro antioxidant activities of the 95% ethanol
extracts of four Thai medicinal flower extracts, / sambac, M. elengi, N. nucifera and P odorifer, using spectrophotometric
methods. ] A '
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Figure 1 Antioxidant activity of selegtad Thai medicinal flower extracis (A)
total phenolic content, (B] DPPH radical scavenging -activity and (C) nitric
oxide radical socavenging activity
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